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| feel truly honoured to have my vantage
point as Pastor of Hope Church and to
hear the many testi monies of how God is
working in people's lives.

Recently we held the latest 'Introduction to

Hope Church' course. We had such a great time
getting to know one another: laughing lots,

sharing God-stories, being inspired by what
God is doing in Corby and challenging one-
another to serve and be a blessing. Last week |
listened to a conversation between three
friends and was blown away as | heard such
love, godliness and wisdom being spoken - the
fruit of real growth towards maturity in Christ.

Yesterday moming | sat in on the ladies' Life
Group as they did a session from 'Freedom in
Christ' and was struck by the depth of relatio n-

ship | saw and how thls was a genuine expres-
sion of 1 Peter 1:22 - '...love one another deep-
ly, from the heart.' And today | heard a story of
extreme generosity that blessed my heart and
another about a long-awaited answer to prayer.
God is at work in our midst in so many ways
(see and unseen) and | am filled with joy as |

witness lives changed and Him getting the glo-

ry.

It feels as though this is a really significant
moment in Hope Church i almost as though we
are standing at a fork in the road. With the
opening of the Hope Centre it feels as though
part of the vision that God gave us has been
fquiIIed and we are entering a period of consol-
m Ke tinggas a gignegggommunity 1
hydlc isetsad permanent
ho meltowould be far too easy at this point
for us to down tools, take off our shoes and
become settlers in the land. In other words, the
comfort and convenience of having our own
building could easily become a distraction from
our calling as a church. The Hope Centre is a
gift from God i and a physical reminder of
Godods
than a tool in our hands to move forward wi th
the mission God has given us.

To illustrate the point, | recently spoke to a
Christian lady who had assumed that because
Hope Church no longer met for Sunday worship
on Oakl ey Vale that we
community. My heart sank. The truth of the
matter is that, although we no longer gather for
Sunday worship in a building on Oakley Vale i
and although our vision and reach has extend-
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ed to other parts of Corby 1T the majority of the

church still live on Oakley Vale. That means
that we are still very much 'present' there: we

have three governors in the local primary

school, have six Life Groups in houses across
the estate, run CAP courses, distribute food
parcels and hold special outreach events (in-
cluding carol singind&«
ley Vale.

But by far the most important thing for me is
that we also have a church full of missionaries
who live there! As long as we are committed to
living incarnationally as Christians (i.e. seeing
ourselves as ministers wherever God has placed
us) i taking the time to build God-honouring
relationships; allowing ourselves to be influenc-
ers and community-shapers; giving hope to the
poor, hurting and voiceless T we will not only
be a continuing presence on Oakley Vale, but
will join with the wider Church to see every
street, family, school and workplace in Corby
impacted by the love of God.

So may Hope Church always be a pioneer

community, looking outwards and being a
channel of Godds Dbl ess
nations! Amen.

Damian Carr (Pastor)

Hope Centre Contact Numbers:

Damian (Pastor): 01536-737580
Trish (Administration): 01536-736577
Faye (Youth Pastor) 01536-737579

Adam (Community Pastor): 01536-737578
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MusidReview

This is an up and coming artist and worship
leader who is unique in himself. He has been
raised up by the likes of Brian and Jenn John-
son, Jeremy Riddle, Misty Edwards, Christine
Dimarco and Julie Meyers ,to name a few. He
serves at the International House of Prayer in
Kansas City Missouri and Bethel Church in Rd-
ding California. The main thrust of this album is
bringing joy, happiness, hope to the world and
declaring the freedom of being children of the
NFHeatt| Am, WHN" a sbubdVRat i@ Yefy niuche
alive and nothing in minor keys. It contains
sounds of Gospel, Soul, Folk and a bit of RnB
blended perfectly. He seems to like to keep
things simple and acoustic to let the spirit move
on your heart and he moves in his gift with
complete identity, other worship leaders will
find him an inspiration. When | first heard this |
thought it would be the sort of music | would
listen to before going to sl eep but then his lyr-
ics moved on me and | became quite emotional
leaving me with a complete feeling of affirm a-
tion from the Lord. | would recommend this
album to everyone and play it when in need of
a hug from the Father also | believe it would be
great to play and speak/pray over young chil-
dren.

Al am extremely passio
harvest. | want to see the beauty of Jesus u n-
veiled to all the nations. | believe in an ou t-
pouring of the Spirit, greater than what Joel
pr ophe sWiliaa Maithews)

Review Oscar Winters

church
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A Sheep or a Goat

As | look back over my short walk with God |

often sit and wonder how, without realising

what God was up to, | have ended up where |

am right now! In five short years | have come

from living in London and being a debt collector
to moving to the East Midlands, working for
Hope Church and attending Bible College. It
certainly has not been dull!

| think that for all of us who have been touched

by God, called into His family we all have a
special part of the Bible which really speaks to
us. For me itds the par
Goats (Matthew 25:31-46).

In this parable Jesus speaks clearly about how,
on the final day, all the nations will be gathered
before him and people will be separated like a
shepherd separates the goats and the sheep
(v32) to be judged for what they have done.
When Jesus was walking on earth 2000 years
ago the shepherds used to allow their sheep to
graze together with goats but then, when the
time was right, they had to be separ ated. And
that time will come for us too.

You see, there is a warning here that some,
who think they are sheep, will find themselves
amongst the goats. It is, in fact, more of a

warning to Christians, and the warning is sim-
pl e: AWhen |
sus) was thirsty, when | (Jesus) was a stranger,
when | (Jesus) needed clothes, when | (Jesus)
was sick or in
me?0 | n other words,
the faith you profess (see also James 2:26). In
this parable the Sheep are the righteous ones
who, without even realising it, served Jesus by
helping the very least in society: the poor, the
hungry and the hurting. The flip side is sober-
ingéfor those who did
hungry and the hurting, they we re not serving
Him!

This is a hard teaching, but if we are to be
faithful followers of Jesus we must take heed;
We must remember that one of our primary
responsibilities as citizens of Heaven is took
|l ook after the poor
Christians we all have different gifts and abil i-
ties given to us by God to build up the Body of
Christ, but we must never lose sight of the fact
that Godods heart has
least, the last and the lost all around us. That
should be our heart too.

At this point | would like to be clear; we cannot
earn our salvation by doing good deeds. It is

( yyenhangd {Je-wa s

what

her e

al wa:

only by Gododos grace that
a é"o!)dedeeasfwe (50 rﬁse Chr%sﬁaﬁseal% anao{)epﬂowt he
of Godds | ove, they are s
Godds character.

Why does this parable speak so much to me?
Why has it shaped my calling so much? Simply
because the poor and disadvantaged are all
around us. | truly believe that sometimes, as

Christians, we can miss the opportunities God
puts right in front of our eyes. Jes us comes to
our door and asks for help or looks at us
through the eyes of a
we miss Him! | know that | have often done

that. | imagined that Jesus wanted us to help

the developing countries where there is famine
and disease. | believe He does, but | also be-
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lieve that He wants us to look after people right
where we are, in Corby.

At Hope Church we are blessed to be able to
help people but | need to keep reminding m y-
self that it is also my personal responsibility to
look out for those in need. It is my personal
prayer that | do not abdicate my responsibility
to be the eyes, ears and outstretched arms of
Jesus to my neighbours in my own street. Will
you join with me?

Adam Boud (Community Pastor)

Mission Week

During the first week in August we led a team
of people from Corby and Devon to do some
outreach work onto the Kingswood Estate. The
team worked very hard and had a great time in
the sun and floods! We ran a kids club during
the mornings for 5-11 year old on the theme of
Superheroes which included singing, games,
stories, drama, puppets and craft. This was our
most well attended club that we every have
had and we had so much fun with Bat Dan and
Fantastic Faye.

We had some awesome times as a team in
worship and prayer at the church, in the prayer
room and i think one highlight was going for a

prayer walk when literally the heavens opened.
It felt very symbolic. We ran The Base youth
club three evenings too and had a very relaxed
time with the young people from the youth club

and had opportunities to share our faith with

some of them.

We also did some great social action on the es-
tate both clearing up gardens and litter picking
whilst treasure hunting for people God had put
on our hearts. The impact of seeing so many
young people working hard on the estate had a
profound effect on many on the estate and we

certainly had some divine encounters and op-
portunities to pray with people in need and
share why we were doing what we were. The
week ended on a lovely sunny Friday with a
very successful free fun day put on for the res i-
dents for free including a bouncy castle, Corby
radio, a great Scalextric track, face painting etc
on the field. It was a great end to a great week

but the climax had to be one of the young pe o-
ple giving their life to Jesus in our last worship
session.

Thank you to all who gave up their time and

put in so much effort to help during the week in

caring for the team and on the actual outreach.

God did so much in all of our lives as a team as
well as using us to bring a small part of the
Kingdom of God onto the estate. Here is one of
the testimonies of the young people who at-
tended the week from Devon....the passion is
spreading.........

A View from Jubilee Churché

On the 1st of August this summer, a group of
us from crossfire youth travelled to Corby to
help with what was for many of us, our first
ever mission! After a long sweaty, sticky jour-
ney in e mini bus we arrived in Corby ready for
action.

During the week, we helped with a superhero
themed holiday club. As well as taking some
time to do some social action. This meant clear-
ing gardens, picking up litter and treasure hun t-
ing all at the same time!

#+hope.
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On the Wednesday morning many of began to
realise what life was like on the Kingswood es-
tate, when someone was stabbed, near to the
garden we were clearing. We felt God longing
to heal the brokenness on the estate and give
them light to see. So, we went out and prayer
walked the estate. We walked from the light
sky of the church in to dark clouds over the e s-
tate. We prayed for light in the lives of the
people to see the God of love. As we were
praying one of our team felt the Lord say it
needs to rain for lightness to come. And boy
did it rain!! We sang to the Lord as he poured
out his presence on the estate. He opened the
flood gates of heaven that afternoon. And re-
freshed us in our work and blessed others that
we saw.

The week taught us how people are longing to
hear the good news of Jesus, so go out and
spread it! Jesus said in Matthew 28:19: There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father the Son
and the Holy Spirit.

We were blessed that week, our faith was
made stronger, we are back longing to spread
the good news in our lives daily.

Zoe Lane (Crossfire Youth

Meet thideighbours

Who or what is &Church Growth
Trust®

Many of you will be aware that Hope Church
are sharing the office in the Hope Centre with
Church Growth Trust and may wonder what
this is. Giles Arnold is the General Manager for
Church Growth Trust (C
brief we aspire to do what our strap-line says -

full-time for CGT with a part time Administrator
Mandy Harris and has five external trustees to
whom he reports. He

be sharing with Hope Church as it is great to be
part of a growing church and to have space to
work, meet and store all our documents, as
as

wel | rub shoul der s

Introduction to Church Growth Trust

As the name implies CGT is about growing n-
dependent and evangelical churches. To do so
CGT:

1 Owns and acts as trustee of church proper-
ties (over 80 properties at present ranging
from traditional chapels to very modern
buildings)

Lets church buildings to growing churches
Helps churches with extensions to church
buildings

Offers professional property advice

Gives guidance on church governance and
charity law

Supports church planting

Encourages leadership training

f
)l

CGTbés Story

The roots of CGT6s
Stewardship (previously UKET and East of Eg-
land Evangelization Trust), which was set up in
1906 with its original sole purpose to hold
Brethren church properties. Last year Steward-

G P deideg to gepaate fhe prgperty angffug-

teeship services to a new charity that would be

hel p independent churc

h efogusssdr SNy _thig propg(té(-rela}%dr rpigistry.

#hope.

Wor
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Church Growth Trust is this new charity. It is
also a company and has obtained from the Min-
istry of Justice its Trust Corporation status, so it
can hold trusteeships of properties. It is set up
for the purpose of holding church properties
and with trust objects specifically designed to
encourage church growth and church planting
of independent evangelical churches in Great
Britain. The trustees of Church Growth Trust
have a clear vision, not only to hold Brethren
and other independent church properties, but
to see the resources held by the charity used
for planting, growing, resourcing, connecting,
inspiring, enabling and equipping independent
evangelical churches. This is a new work with
roots in the past and a vision for the future.

Vision

As the name suggests, CGT aims to offer not
only property and trusteeship services but also

ways of hel ping churoech
rent working vision is
hel ping (independent)

This at present tends to be in relation to pr op-
erties where CGT allows churches to occupy for
a concessionary rent and help to fund exten-
sions to buildings or improvements to proper-
ties (see the photos). CGT wants to expand
this work in the future to encourage church

growth in other ways.

CGT already supports church planting work
through the Church Planting Initiative (a ne t-
work of church planters, with some supported
financially). CGT wants to combine the work of
ensuring that the churches have good govern-
ance with inspiring and equipping them for fu-
ture growth (currently Giles runs a number of
seminars for church leaders and trustees each
year). Giles is optimistic and excited about the
future of Church Growth Trust and so grateful
to God for allowing us to share such a great
building with Hope Church.

G

*..‘fhop

Some examples of what CGT does:

Property at Leamington Spa i demolished old
dilapidated building to create a new worship
area:

Beforeé

nTo a trusted

oip%rtx |@ %rlg op b (P, ked with developer to

Il two buildingplots and for him to build new
church building with flat above (free of
charge!):

Beforee

Giles Arnold (General Manager, CGT)

church

partner
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Idols, Internet & Integ

Give Us Clean Hands

In recent months God has been challen -
ing me about idolatry  and ha ving Him as
number one in my heart and life.

| often think | am doing ok and then suddenly
realise that another thing has crept in a nd dis-
tracted me from my goal of loving Jesus and
being more like Him. A few weeks ago | was
praying about what to do wi th the youth and all
| kept reading throughout some of the prophets
in The Old Testament was about idolatry and

turning to things other than God. | hones tly
coul dndét think ofthe sessipn |
on but thought to mys el f , 6t he vy

bored of me saying the same things over and

overagai no. A riett the LORD say to
me , 6 F a yexd to heér ¢hig ovar and over

T asdoyouTi as you all get so easily distracted
and it is the thing th
thinking about the Bible and about the amount

of times God in His graciousness calls His peo-
ple back to Him, only for them to once again

rebel and give their hearts to a nother. My pray-
er for me our youth and for me is:

0So give us c¢cl ean hands,
Letus not [ i Fft out soul
& Oh God | et us b eseeas Ygue

That seeks your face of God of Jacob.d

(Charlie Hall)

qt

ﬁ idols dondét | o oflgold

rl atues of animals i ours have so much more
0 s op hi sitbutcthey dreostilldnade by hu-
man hands and are just as glittery and time-
and energy-consuming (if not more so than the
idols of old). We all have our different
i dol s é. y othe thingsothvat steal your
heart, your attention, your money, your energy,
yourdesi r es é .
turn to in times of trouble and , unfortunately in
my case, that is not always God. | am learning
to be responsible for my own walk and my own
heart and using my energy for my walk rather
than worrying where other people are at.

One huge challenge | am facing in my own life
and also in the youth ministry is an area that
previously did not really exist. The huge distrac-
tion | talk about is mobile phones and internet!!

| am not saying these things are bad in the m-
selves, much like money is not bad in and of
itself; it is how we use these things and the
control we allow them to have in our lives can
become a problem.

l'tds an area | f eel

i IW@ and | plead withyou dogray for our young
o Be[opAe arw ichilqren ia t@i@ area. It is a massive

challenge not to come down too heavy on our
young people whilst not wanting to see them
controlled by these things. Our children have
more independence and freedom at such an
eaily age nd it requires, Epuckhsglgcpqtrca. Itis |
sad to hear that when
that some young people were worried how they
were going to cope wit hout it.

| am asking God right now how to help young
people manage their appetites in many areas
Whﬁr(; they hayesso /gu.gpl; frpedgny, i & qulgure
r Owhlghm@stre@e@tedéu@s | am also asking Him
how we can encourage healthy relationships
" etifagtdké plade bét?id dyber space and face-to-
face. In the past it was easy to see dynamics of
relationships and reactions to each other (which
made it a lot easier to help address things as a

2 hope,

we

y 0 u whd oowhatydun o w

nee
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