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| A GUIDE FOR NEW CHRISTIANS

So I've given my life to the
Lord...now what?

It's so great to hear that you have
received Jesus asyour Lord . Itisthe
most awesome decision you will ever

make. But if you are honest, you may
have been thinking to yourself , “D id God
really hear me? How can | be sure?”

Well, take sometime toread through
these amazing p romises from the Bible:

In Revelation 3:20 Jesus makes this
offer, "Behold, | stand at the door and
knock; if anyone hears my voice and

opens the door, | willco  me in to him and
eat with him, and he with me." Did you

open the door of your heart to God? Yes?
Then what does he say he willdo ~ ?

In John 6:37 , Jesus said, "All that the
Father gives me will come to me; and he
who comes to me | will not cast out.”

Andin John 10:27 -29 Jesus said, "My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they
follow me; and | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall

snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all,

and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand."

Why is it such good news?

Jesus died on the cross for our sins, so that we could have a relationship withh  im.
He's definitely not indifferent aboutit . He wentto amazing lengths to bring us into a
relationship  with him. Jesus took our sins on himself and cov ered us with his
righteousness, meaning that we can be completely forgiven and fully accepted by

God. We can't earn God’'s favour by our good lives, our religious rituals, or by begging
him. Itis only becaus e of Jesus that we can know God and experience eternal life Ct

is a free gift — all we do is receive that gift with thankfulness

1 Peter 3:18 says, "For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
to bring you to God."

In ot her words, w hen our sin was abarrier, separatingus  from God; and when we

deserved to face God’s  fierce judgment  for all the wrong things we had done - Jesus
opened up the way for us to be made right with God. He died in our place  and took
the punishment we deserved. H is perfect life was substituted for our sinful life

Because of that amazing sacrifice, our sins are forgiven and we are ableto know God
personally.



What actually happened when | gave my life to Jesus?

When a person gives their life to Jesu s, they are asking him to take control : "Jesus , |
am no longer my own. | give you access to every area . 1 now belong to you

and choose to followyou .” ltisadecisionto let God ‘call the shots ' from nowon -
not just believing that God is real, but letti ng him have his way in your life. Being a
Christian is recognising that God is God...and that he kinda knows best!

When you do give your life to Jesus , it is exciting to know what God says has
changed. Look at what the Bible says

X You are at peace with Go d

"Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:1)

X You are achild of God

"T o all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God." (John 1:12)

X You ar e no longer living in darkness

"..for once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of
light" (Ephesians 5:8)

"He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins." (Colossians
1:13,14)

X You are forgiven

"To him all the prophets bear witness that every one who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name." (Acts 10:43)

“In him we have redemption thro ugh his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace which he lavished upon us." (Ephesians 1:7,8)

"This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. T his is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:9,10)

X You have been given eternal lif e

"Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears my word and believes him who sent me, has
eternal life; he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life." (John
5:24)

"And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He

who has the Son has life; he who has not the Son of God has not life. | wri te this to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal

life." (1 John 5:11  -13)

X You have the Holy Spirit  living in you

“In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
have b elieved in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory."
(Ephesians 1:13)



Howdol growin my relationship with God ?

1. Read the Bible. Don’t for getthatt hisisthe best -selling book ever! Itisfullo f

action: murder, mystery, battles, relationships, shipwrec ks and miracles. But the

m ost important reason to read it is because God has given it to us. When you want

to fix a car, you read the maker’ s manual; when you want to make your computer

work properly , you read the maker’s instructions. God is our Maker, and the Bible is

his instruction manual for our lives — it helps us make sense of things and shows us
how God intended us to work. It is the o nly collection of writings that has the power

to change the human heart. S pend time reading God's Word everyday . John'’s

biography of Jesus’ life  (the 4th book in the New Testament) is a great place to
start.

2. Talkto him . Prayer isn’'t about sounding reli gious and saying the right things. God
is far more interested in what is going on in our hearts. Prayer doesn’t have to be

stuffy and formal  — check out the Psalms to see real honesty in prayer. We can pray

to God wherever we are, however we're feeling — it's all about developinga close
relationship. Ha ve you ever heard of a healthy marriage where there was little or

no communication?  Prayer is vital in developing a close relationship with God. You
might like to use the following acronym (A.C.T.S.)) asagu ide to help you when you
pray :

@ Adoratio n. Spend some time worshipping God and recognising how amazing he
is. Think about his creation and the wonder of his universe.

@ Confessio n. God already knows what is going on in our lives. We don'’t have to
hide our mistakes. Be ho nest — admit it when you slip  -up. The great news is that
every time we say sorry, God giv es us a brand new start. Repenta nce is about
admitting our mistakes and turning our lives back to God.

@ Thanksgiving. Too many people are pre  -occupied with negative stuff. God

doesn’t want us to be like that in case we miss all the good things that are going
on in our lives. Take time to think about how God has blessed you...and then
thank him for it. You'll be surprised at how quickly you gain a new perspective

on things.

@ Sup plication.  This is a fancy word for ‘asking’. God is your heavenly Father and
cares about what is going on in your life. If you have a need, ask God to meet
that need. | fyou are struggling in a certain area, ask God to help you. If you are
aware of a situation affecting someone else, ask God to intervene on that
person’s behalf. God loves to answer our prayers...  don't forget to thank him
when he does.

3. Spend time with other Christians. God designed us to live in the contex t of
relationships — we need each other. Just as a coal that is taken from a fire will
lose its heat, so Christians need to spend time with other Christians to help
them stay ‘on fire’ for God. God designed his church (his people, not a building)
to be a ¢ ommunity where lives are shared and people are mutually encouraged
in their walk with God. Make sur e you get plugged -into church life as quickly as
possible and consider joining a Life Group

4. Serve others . Most lakes have an inflow of water, but there also needs to be
an outflow other wise the water in the lake becomes stagnant. It is the same
with Christians — we are designed to give away the blessings we have received

by serving others.  The Holy Spirit  has given every believer gifts and tale ntsto
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help other Christians grow in their f aith or to reach -out to those who don't yet
know Jesus. The Church is described in the Bible as ‘the Body of Christ’ — the
idea is that every Christian needs every other Christian and, just as with the

different parts of the body, every believer has a uniq ue and vital role to play in
making the Church (God’s people)  function and grow as it shou Id. So we are
designed to serve  — and the amazing thing is that we are actually serving God

when we serve others. What a privilege!!

So w hat does an obedient Christ lan life look like?

Some people find the following diagram useful. It shows a wheel with four spokes.

Christ is at the centre, and the four spokes are: 1.) Prayer ,2.) The Bible , 3.)
Fellowship , and 4.) Serving . It might be good to use this to give yourse If a spiritual

M.O.T. from time -to-time. Maybe you could meet with a Christian friend and discuss
with each other your progress in each area.

Philippians 4:6,7 John 15:5-7
Pray about g Vine and
everything branches
John 14:13,14 Matthew 6:33
That the Son Seek His
be glorified kingdom

first

Hebrews 3:13

Encourage;

for protection
Proverbs 27:17
Iron sharpens
iron

John 14:21
Obedience = Love
“Will manifest
myself”

Matthew 5:16 4 2 Timothy 3:16

Let your .

: ; Inspired by God
‘I‘{ght Shm"i_le Psalm 37:31
Vgg:‘;::m; d Word in heart,
l\ ’ 't sli
POWER feet won'’t slip

. + Self-centred person . Christ-centred person

* Self in the driving seat * Jesus Christ in the driving seat
@ * Jesus Christ outside @ * Self following Jesus Christ,
* Interests centred on drawing on his life and power

self, often resulting * Interests centred on Christ,
in discord and resulting in growing harmony
frustration with God'’s purpose

It is good to continually ask the question: “Is Jesus at the centre o f my life?” To help you assess
whether that is the case, perhaps you could use the above illustrations. Which of the two does
your life most resemble? Which of the two would you most like your life to resemble?

If you have any questions, or would like to learn more about living as a Christian, please contact
Damian Carr at damian@hopecorby or catch him on Sunday morning.




