
Digging Deeper 
Effective Bible Study 
 
Bible study is important to our growth as followers of Jesus. Jesus compares the 
Word of God with a seed and our hearts as the ground that will receive the seed. 
The seed planted in good soil represents those who have a receptive heart, who hear 
the word, apply it, and with patience  produce a crop (i.e. bear fruit). Read Luke 8:4 -
15. 
 
To help us study the Bible more effectively, the following acronym is useful. It spells 
S-O-I-L: 
 
S – Selection 
O – Observation 
I – Interpretation 
L – Life application 
 
 
SELECTION 
Know what portion of scripture you intend to study. It might be that you are working 
through a particular book of the Bible. It may be that you are looking at a theme and 
have chosen a passage that deals with that theme. 
 
When you have selected the portion of scripture, decide where the passage begins 
and ends. 
 
Try not to … 

�x …take a passage out of context – read the sections before and after to gain a 
better understanding of why the passage is where it is and what t he flow of 
teaching is. 

�x …read your own ideas or prejudices into the passage – be faithful to the 
meaning of the passage. 

 
 
OBSERVATION (getting an overview of the passage – the ‘what’ question) 
Make observations about the passage…“What do I see here?” 
 

�x Who is the author (personality, background)?  
�x When was the passage written? 
�x Who are the most important people in the passage? 
�x Who is talking? Who is listening (the audience)? 
�x Where are the places in the passage (geography)? 
�x When did the events occur (history)? 

 
 
INTERPRETATION (making sense of the passage – the ‘why’ question) 
Find the theological lessons in the passage…“Why was this written?” 
 

�x What truths are taught about God? 
�x What does the passage tell us about human nature (ourselves)? 
�x What does the passage tell us about sin and salvation? 
�x What is the overall message of the passage? 

 
Finally, how does the passage fit into the overall reason for the author writing the 
book/letter? WHAT IS THE MAIN THING…THE BIG IDEA? 
 
 



LIFE-APLICATION (personalising the passage – the ‘how’ question) 
Apply what t he author is saying to us today…“How does this apply to me?” 
 

�x How do we translate the author’s assumptions, values and goals to society 
today? 

�x What are the transferable principles, once the historical clothing is removed? 
�x How does this affect the lives of my family and friends – what is the 

relevance? 
 
Finally, and most importantly…WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT MYSELF? 
How will this affect the way I live my life?  
 
 
 
 


