
 
 
 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
Instructions: As you read through this list, prayerfully consider if the 
biblical definition for each of the gifts describes you. Remember, you can 
have more than one gift, but everyone has at least one. 
 
 
PROPHECY: The ability to receive and proclaim a revelation 
from God. (Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:10) 
 
SERVING: The willingness to perform practical tasks for the 
Body of Christ in order to free-up, support, and meet the 
needs of others. (Rom 12:7) 
 
TEACHING: The ability to explain and apply God’s Word so 
that those who hear are spiritually nourished. (Rom 12:7) 
 
ENCOURAGING: The ability to encourage and counsel other 
members of the Body in such a way that they feel helped and 
healed. (Rom 12:8) 
 
GIVING: The ability to contribute material resources to the 
work of the Lord with generosity and cheerfulness. (Rom 12:8) 
 
LEADERSHIP: The ability to motivate and mobilise God’s 
people to accomplish his purposes. (Rom 12:8) 
 
SHOWING MERCY: The ability to feel genuine empathy and 
compassion for those who suffer spiritual, physical, mental, or 
emotional problems, and to respond in ways that express 
Christ’s love. (Rom 12:8) 
 
MESSAGE OF WISDOM: The ability to receive understanding 
from God about how to accomplish the best results in a given 
situation. (1 Cor 12:8) 
 
MESSAGE OF KNOWLEDGE: The ability to receive 
information from God and communicate it is a way that brings 
spiritual health to believers. (1 Cor 12:8) 
 
FAITH: The special ability to discern with extraordinary 
confidence the will and purposes of God for his work.            
(1 Cor 12:9) 
 
HEALING: The ability to serve as human intermediaries 
through whom it pleases God to cure illness and restore 
health apart from the use of natural means. (1 Cor 12:9) 
 
MIRACULOUS POWERS: The ability to serve as human 
intermediaries through whom it pleases God to perform 
supernatural acts that authenticate the message of Christ   
and glorify God. (1 Cor 12:10) 
 
DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN SPIRITS: The ability to discern 
whether certain behaviour or teaching supposedly from God is 
in reality divine, human or satanic. (1 Cor 12:10) 
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TONGUES: The ability to pray and praise God in an 
unlearned language. This gift can be used in conjunction with 
the gift of ‘interpretation of tongues’ to edify others in 
corporate worship. (1 Cor 12:10) 
 
INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: The ability to interpret 
when a person prays or praises God in tongues. (1 Cor 12:28) 
 
HELPING: The ability to invest your resources in the life and 
ministry of other members of the Body. (1 Cor 12:28) 
 
ADMINISTRATION: The ability to bring efficiency and order to 
the Body in various ways. (1 Cor 12:28) 
 
EVANGELIST: The ability to share the gospel with unbelievers 
in such a way that men and women become Jesus’ disciples 
and functioning members of the Body of Christ. (Eph 4:11) 
 
PASTOR: The ability to assume responsibility for the spiritual 
welfare of a group of believers. (Eph 4:11) 
 
APOSTLE: The Twelve – those initial disciples who had seen 
the risen Christ and were sent by him to preach the gospel 
and establish churches. It also refers to those who have a 
trans-local role in overseeing movements or networks of 
churches. In a less formal sense it also simply refers to those 
who have been sent by Christ to preach the gospel and 
establish churches – i.e. missionaries. (Eph 4:11; Rom 16:7) 
 
HOSPITALITY: The ability to willingly and cheerfully provide 
an open house to those in need of food and lodging. It is the 
gift of making people feel welcome, safe and ‘at home’ in your 
house. (Rom 12:13; Heb 13:1-2) 
 
INTERCESSION: A passion to ‘stand in the gap’ and pray for 
extended periods of time on a regular basis, often seeing 
frequent and specific answers to their prayers. (Eph 6:18; 
Rom 12:12) 
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