Women in Ministry
1 Timothy 2:8-15

Introduction

Therole of women in society lechanged a
great deal in the last half century. Grea
strides forward have been d&in chaging
British culture from a Patriarchal society
with few opportunities for women to a more
equal societyalthough there is much still to
be done) Changes in our culture have
inevitably brought about changes in thsg
Church— positive changes in many cases
But, as Christiansit is important to steer a
course betwenthe Feminig agendaon the
one handand Male Chauvinism on the
other. We need to take the Word of God as
our starting point and ask what God say
about gender and the roles of men an
women.

This is probably one of the most contentious

issues facing the Church today and ver
godly people interpret the Bible in differe
ways on thissubject This pasage in 1
Timothy is one of Pald most difficult
teachings and has proved controversial t
many and a stumbling block to some. But i
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this passagef Scripture is Goebreathed (2
Tim 3:16), tha what does God want us to
understandfrom it? Which parts can be
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taken as cultural — i.e. only relevantto a
specific time and place and which pas
containeternal truth?

What we do need to bear in mind is that
Pauls teachingaboutwomen in the church
was revolutionary in his day. The fact that
he allowed women to pray & prophesy (1
Cor 11:5) ad encouraged them to learn the
Scriptures along with the mef Tim 2:11)
was unheard of at that timeespecially in
Jewish culture Far from being an
emancipator of women, he was ahead of his
time and brought a degree of liberty to
womenin the Church.



Also, it is useful to know thaEphesusvas
the home to dargetemple in haour of the
Greek goddessrtemis — also associated
with the Roman goddes®iana — the
goddes of fertility and childbearing(Acts
19:2327.) This goddess was worshipped
throughout he Roman empireand the cult

of Dianawas veryinfluential in the city The
priests in the temple were all women and
temple prostitutes were commonplace. It
may have been in response to some of these
powerful influences that Paul made his
comments.

- Is there a broader principle here?

being pastors/vicars?

Life Group questions...

1. Read Acts 2:17-18 & Galatians 3:28. How do you think the gospel
changed the role of women in God’s family? Based on these verses, how
should women be viewed in the Church?

2. Although there is total EQUALITY between men and women —i.e.
neither are more important than the other — the sexes are DIFFERENT.
Apart from the obvious (!), how are men and women different?

3. Why do you think Paul asked women to ‘dress modestly’ in vs 9-10?

- Is he saying that women should never get their hair done and wear makeup?

4. Look at vs11-12. Paul addresses the apparent cultural problems of
women beginning to exercise their new freedom in Christ. He asks that
women be sensitive to their cultural context by learning in quietness
and ‘submission’. He then indirectly challenges the dominant women
who were beginning to exert ‘authority’ over men in the church.

- Does any of this teaching apply to us today?

- Quickly look at Ephesians 5:22-6:9 - what responsibility is placed on the ones
to whom authority has been given (husbands, parents, masters/employers)?

- What do you think biblical submission should look like?

5. Is there any relationship between ‘*headship’ in marriage (Eph 5:23) and
‘headship’ in the Church (Heb 13:17)? What are your views on women

6. Look at verse 15. This is a very difficult-to-understand verse, but it cannot
mean that salvation is achieved for women through giving birth — that
would be a different gospel to the one Paul preached (see Galatians 1:9).
So what do you think Paul meant here?




